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LE FORUMISTE VOUS RACONTE L’HISTOIRE
DE L’INDEPENDANCE MAROCAINE

Aujourd'hui, alors que nous célébrons cet héritage, 1l est crucial de

se souvenir que la liberté est un trésor a préserver. Les défis Redacteurs:
contemporains, qu'ils soient économiques, sociaux ou culturels, ne AIT LAHCEN Al
doivent pas nous ¢loigner des valeurs qui ont guidé nos ancétres : FCHCHALOUATY Houda
unite, dignité et espoir. En renfor¢ant notre identité plurielle et en FL KHADIRI Douaa
investissant dans l'avenir de nos jeunes, nous honorons les HABBASSI Zainab
sacrifices de ceux qui ont bati les fondations de notre nation. TAZ Salma
A travers ce numéro, Le Forumiste rend hommage a ces héros de MABCHOUR Aicha
I'ombre et de la lumiere, a ces femmes et hommes dont les OUAGHRANI Wiam
sacrifices résonnent encore dans chaque recoin de notre royaume.
Leur courage est notre boussole, leur détermination, notre
inspiration.
A Découvrir Rédacteur en chef:
Outside of the box EL MIRE Saad
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The bidding was closed and the price was
told, though for freedom not to be freed
from a cost, in this world, that remains one
of the mysteries that’s waiting to be solved.
Dear reader, does it ever puzzle you? The
power words can hold? For one moment,
they can unveil the truth to you in broad
daylight, and for another they can celebrate
lies in screaming colors. For once they can
take you for who you truly are and tell
stories about you, labels you’ve long lived
to carry though in another instance they
can bring out what you’ve been hiding and
destroy the masks you’ve been wearing,
only to realize that you mistook the words
echoing in your head right now for nothing
more than mere words. No mistake goes
unnoticed so if you, dear reader, intend on
turning your back on words then this
author has a story for you, about a nation
that mistook control for protection and
watched what was once in their possession
turn into an item for bidders to prey on in
an auction. Set a price on freedom, and let
it be in euros, the French were looking for
something to buy and the deal they have
stumbled upon was surely worth the try,
under the name “Protectorate”, established
in 1912 and lasting until Morocco's
independence in 1956, this era took the
wheel in defining the identity of our nation
and played a significant role in shaping it
economically, politically and culturally.
The roots of the French Protectorate lie in
the late 19th and early 20th centuries, a
period that led to European imperialism

showing its fangs and growing interest in
North  Africa. strategically
located between Europe and Africa and

Morocco,

possessing valuable resources, became an
in- season flower for foreign powers.
Following the Algeciras Conference of
1906, which sought to address European
rivalries over Morocco, France gradually
asserted its influence under the guise of
"modernizing" the country and drawing a
path a new and novel Morocco. In 1912,
the Treaty of Fez was signed, officially
establishing the French Protectorate.

Morocco’s sovereignty was effectively
curtailed, though it retained the symbolic
authority of Sultan Moulay Youssef.
Under the Protectorate, Morocco was
divided in two, part of it was French-
and what’s left
Spanishcontrolled in the north. General
Hubert Resident-

General, oversaw French administration he

controlled of was

Lyautey, the first

adopted a policy of indirect rule, aiming to
maintain Morocco’s cultural and religious
identity while implementing reforms to
benefit French interests.it wouldn’t be fair
not to mention that indeed the French
protectorate has served to morocco leap
through time, due to the fact that
infrastructure projects were prioritized |,
railways , ports and roads were constructed
and cities like Casablanca and Rabat were
modernized transforming them into
economic hubs, which has taken the
country on a whole new level though no

one can deny that at the time it

helped feeding the France’s colonial agenda
and their hidden intentions to get their way
around Morocco. The imposition of
cultural norms fueled resentment among
Moroccans, leading to a growing sense of
national identity. As early as the 1920s,
resistance to French rule began to take
shape. Figures like Abdelkrim El-Khattabi
led revolts in the Rif region, challenging
mid-20th

century, nationalist movements like the

colonial authority. By the
Istiglal Party emerged, advocating for
independence. The post-World War II era
saw Increasing pressure on colonial powers
to decolonize. In Morocco, protests and
uprisings, coupled with international
support for independence movements,
culminated in the end of the Protectorate.
In 1956, Morocco regained its sovereignty,
marking the beginning of a new chapter in
its history. Each one of us has a dictionary
for the life they lead, though we still find a
way to gather, and our voices travel the
same path resonating with the one and only
anthem, the bidders placed their bids on
freedom but only Morocco made its last
call, the auctioneer announced in a fast
paced tune: “I see glory! I see a future
that’s bright and jolly! Who’ll make it
more? A la Uno! A la dos! Sold!” So, dear
reader, if you ever overestimate the worth
of something would you wait for the

change or for a change?
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LES VOIX DE }B-

RESISTANGE
HISTOIRES DE
c““"ﬂ‘fi ET
SACRIFICEER

Lorsque votre pays est manipulé par une
que des
venues d’ailleurs s’approprient vos droits,

puissance ¢étrangere, personnes
vos terres, et que vous n’avez ni le droit de
protester ni celui de revendiquer ce qui vous
appartient, quelle serait votre réaction ?
Accepteriez-vous de vivre sans dignité, de
voir d’autres exploiter vos richesses pendant
que vous subissez en silence ? Pour de
nombreux peuples, la réponse a été un refus
catégorique, une détermination a lutter
colite que colite pour retrouver leur liberté.
Face a linjustice et a l'oppression, la
résistance devient un devoir, un cri1 de
révolte contre I'’humiliation imposée. Ce
combat, souvent mené dans des conditions
extrémement difficiles, a exigé d’énormes
sacrifices, mais il a permis de préserver
I’honneur et de transmettre aux générations
lecon de courage et de

persévérance. C’est précisément le cas de

futures une
notre pays, le Maroc, qui a subi pendant des
décennies le joug de la colonisation, voyant
ses ressources pillées et son peuple privé de
ses droits fondamentaux. Les premicres
¢tincelles de la révolution marocaine contre
la colonisation ont émergé dans un contexte
de frustration croissante face a la
domination coloniale imposée par la France
et I'Espagne au début du XXe siecle. Le
peuple marocain, attaché a son identité, sa
culture et son indépendance, a commencé a
manifester son mécontentement a travers
divers mouvements de résistance, tant armeés
que politiques. La signature du traité de F¢s
en 1912, qui a officialis¢ le protectorat
frangais, a suscité un profond sentiment de

trahison parmi la population,
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G

déclenchant une série de révoltes, notamment
dans les régions du Rif et du Moyen Atlas.
La premicre bataille marquante est celle d’El-
Hri, bastion de la grande tribu des Zaians
Atlas, dont le 1lle
anniversaire sera celebré en 2025. Menée par
Moha ou
emblématique de la résistance berbere, cette

dans le Moyen

Hammou Zayani, figure
bataille s’est déroulée le 13 novembre 1914
prés de Khenifra, ceeur du territoire zaian.
En lI'espace de quelques heures, les forces
par le
lieutenant-colonel René Philippe Laverdure,
33 officiers, dont

Laverdure lui-méme, et 650 soldats ont été

coloniales francaises, dirigées

ont subi de lourdes pertes :

tués, tandis qu’environ 180 autres ont ¢té
blessés. Cette victoire retentissante a marqué
un tournant dans la lutte contre ’occupation.
Plus connue et d’une portée encore plus
grande, la bataille d’Anoual, survenue sept
ans plus tard dans le Rif marocain, a opposé
les résistants aux forces espagnoles. Dirigée
par Abdelkrim El-Khattabi, figure légendaire
de la résistance rifaine, cette confrontation a
inflig¢ une défaite humiliante a P’armeée
espagnole en 1921, ouvrant ainsi la voie a la
création de la République du Rif dans le
nord du Maroc. Cependant, la résistance
rifaine a du faire face, en 1926, a une
coalition franco-espagnole renforcée par les
forces du sultan Youssef ben Hassan, qui a
finalement mis fin a cette expérience
républicaine. Dans le méme esprit de
résistance, Ahmed FEl Hiba, fils du célébre
chef religieux Ma El Ainine, a men¢ un
soulevement majeur dans le sud du Maroc
entre 1910 et 1912 contre l'occupation

coloniale francaise.

Soutenu par les tribus sahariennes et berberes,

il s’est proclamé sultan a Marrakech en 1912,
défiant ainsi le protectorat imposé par le traité
de Feés. Son mouvement, fondé sur une large
mobilisation populaire et une forte légitimite
religieuse, représentait une veéritable menace
pour les autoriteés coloniales. Cependant,
malgré sa détermination, son armeée, moins
bien équipée et mal organisée par rapport aux
forces francaises, a subi une lourde défaite
lors de la bataille de Sidi Bou Othman en
septembre 1912, mettant ainsi fin a sa
tentative de résistance. Malgré cet €chec, son
nom reste grave dans [Ihistoire comme
symbole du combat pour la liberté et
I'indépendance. Les luttes mences par le
peuple marocain contre la colonisation
incarnent un chapitre de courage, de sacrifice
et de détermination inébranlable. A travers
des batailles comme Anoual, mené par des
figures comme Abdelkrim El-Khattabi, une
clameur de résistance s'est élevée, défiant
des

puissances coloniales bien armées. Ces héros

I'impossible et se dressant contre
de 'ombre ont payé un lourd tribut pour la
liberté, mais leur combat a semé les graines de
I'indépendance. Chaque affrontement, chaque
sacrifice a forgé un héritage puissant, celui
d’'un peuple uni, résolu a defendre son
honneur, ses terres et son identité. Si ces
résistances n'ont pas toutes abouti a la
victoire 1mmeédiate, elles ont ouvert des
bréches dans ’armure coloniale, montrant au
monde que la dignité et la liberté ne peuvent
étre ¢étouffées. Aujourd'hui, leur héritage
résonne encore dans chaque recoin du Maroc,
inspirant la jeunesse a poursuivre ce combat

pour un avenir libre et souverain.

(4)
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1 janvier 1944
Quand un reve
'Indépendance
devient
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Le 11 janvier 1944 est une date gravee
dans I’histoire du Maroc, une journée ou
I’espoir d’un peuple s’est transformé en un
acte courageux : le Manifeste de
I'Indépendance. A cette époque, le Maroc
vivait sous le joug des Protectorats
francais et espagnol, sa souveraineté
réduite a un symbole et son 1dentité mise a
projets de
modernisation mis en place par les

rude epreuve. Les

autorités coloniales servaient avant tout

leurs propres intéréts, laissant les
Marocains face a une exploitation qui

semblait sans fin.

Mais au cceur de cette oppression, une
flamme s’est allumée. Portée par des
hommes et des femmes profondément
attachés a leur terre et a leur culture, 1'1dée
d’un Maroc libre a commencé a grandir.
Ce 11 janvier, des figures emblématiques
comme Allal El Fassi et Ahmed Balafre;,
aux cotés de 66 signataires, ont rédigé et
présenté un manifeste exigeant
I'indépendance du pays. Plus qu’un simple
texte, ce document portait un message fort
: la fin du colonialisme, le rétablissement
de 1la souverainet¢ sous le Sultan
Mohammed V, et la construction d’un
Maroc démocratique, ancré dans son

identité culturelle et religieuse.

Le courage de présenter ce manifeste aux
autorités frangaises, en pleine Seconde
Guerre mondiale, relevait d’un acte

presque heroique. Les Alli¢s, qui se

battaient pour des 1idéaux de liberté et de
justice, ¢taient e¢galement interpellés. Mais
la réaction des autorités francaises fut
brutale arrestations,  répression,
tentatives d’étouffer toute forme de
résistance. Pourtant, loin de briser 1’élan,
ces mesures ont renforcé la détermination
du peuple marocain. Dans les villes et les
campagnes, des manifestations ¢claterent,
unissant toutes les couches de la société
autour d’'un méme réve : celui de vivre

dans un pays libre et souverain.

Les années 1940 furent marquées par une
montée en puissance des mouvements
nationalistes, soutenus par un sentiment
collectif d’injustice face aux abus du
systeme colonial. La jeunesse marocaine,
en particulier, joua un role cl¢ dans
l'organisation de manifestations et la
diffusion des idées nationalistes. Ces
jeunes, souvent issus des nouvelles écoles
fondées sous le Protectorat, utiliserent leur
¢ducation comme une arme pour réclamer
une souveraineté qui leur était refusée.
Leur engagement, parfois au prix de
lourds sacrifices, reste un témoignage de la
ferveur révolutionnaire qui animait le

pays.

La répression, bien qu'intense, ne parvint
pas a ¢étouffer I'élan patriotique. Au
contraire, chaque arrestation et chaque
confrontation renforgait ’'unité du peuple
Manifeste de
I'Indépendance, diffusé clandestinement,

marocain. Le

circulait de main en main, alimentant
I’espoir dans les villages les plus reculés et
les quartiers les plus populaires des grandes
villes. La fiert¢é nationale renaissait,
transcendant les clivages sociaux et

régionaux.

Par ailleurs, la figure du Sultan Mohammed
V joua un rodle fedérateur dans cette lutte.
Non seulement il incarnait la continuité
historique de la nation, mais son soutien
public aux revendications nationalistes fit
de lui un véritable symbole de résistance
face a I'occupant. Son discours mesuré mais
ferme face aux autorités coloniales
galvanisa les esprits, renfor¢ant la foi en une
victoire possible. Le Sultan devint, aux yeux
des Marocains, non seulement un chef

d’Etat, mais un pére pour son peuple.

Le réve de liberté devint enfin une réalité en
1956, lorsque le Maroc retrouva son
indépendance aprés des années de
protestations, de négociations et de
sacrifices. Aujourd’hui, le 11 janvier est bien
plus qu'une simple date dans le calendrier.
C’est un rappel vibrant de la force d’un
peuple uni, du pouvoir des mots, et du
courage qu’il faut pour transformer un réve
en réalité. Le Manifeste de 'Indépendance
incarne cette détermination, ce refus de
ceder, et reste une source d’inspiration pour
tous ceux qui croient en la liberté et en la
dignité. Ce jour-la, le Maroc n’a pas
seulement réve de liberté. 11 a choisi de se
battre pour elle.

(5)



LE FORUMISTE

£
yY

"-r."; IF F

I. 1 ‘I

- -

The struggle for independence 1s a defining chapter in the
history of nations, and in Morocco, this story 1s intricately
tied to the unique alliance between King Mohammed V and
his people. Their shared resolve and mutual trust forged a
powerful force that led to the liberation of Morocco from
French colonial rule in 1956. This partnership remains a
testament to the power of unity, leadership, and sacrifice in
the face of oppression ; and shows how moroccans are
attached to their monarch and prove that the relation
between Mohamed V and his people 1s more than just a
relation of a ruler and his subject but way more than that.
Mohammed V, born in 1909 and crowned Sultan in 1927,
became an emblem of hope and resistance for the Moroccan
people. From the outset of French colonial rule, which began
in 1912, Moroccans resisted foreign domination through
revolts, boycotts, and political movements. However, the
struggle gained a new dimension under Mohammed V’s
leadership. Unlike many monarchs of the time, he stood
shoulder to shoulder with his people, advocating for their
rights and working tirelessly to unite the nation. One of the
pivotal moments in this alliance was Mohammed V's refusal
to sign decrees that would compromise Moroccan identity
and autonomy. In 1944, the Moroccan nationalist movement
presented the Manifesto of Independence, a bold demand for
self-rule. Mohammed V’s endorsement of these demands
solidified his reputation as a champion of independence. His
speech during the Tangier Conference of 1947 was
particularly significant, as he openly called for the end of
colonial rule, appealing to both national and international
audiences. This defiance came at a cost. In 1953, the French
exiled Mohammed V and his

Madagascar, hoping to weaken the resistance movement.

authorities family to
However, his absence only fueled the Moroccan people’s
determination. Protests, uprisings, and guerrilla campaigns
intensified during this period, demonstrating the unbreakable
bond between the Sultan and his people.

MORRMED V AND RIS PEQPLE :

His return from exile in 1955 was a moment of triumph and

renewed hope, marking the beginning of the end for French
colonial rule in Morocco. The alliance between Mohammed
V and his people was not merely political; 1t was deeply
rooted in shared values and aspirations. The Sultan’s ability
to bridge diverse social, cultural, and political divides was key
to the success of the independence movement. His vision for a
united Morocco resonated across the country, inspiring
collective action and resilience. In 1956, Morocco achieved its
independence, and Mohammed V became the architect of a
new era. He initiated reforms to modernize the country while
preserving its cultural heritage. Education, infrastructure, and
governance were priorities as the nation transitioned to
sovereignty. Despite the challenges of nation-building, the
bond between Mohammed V and his people endured, serving
as the foundation for Morocco’s progress. The story of
Mohammed V and his people is a powerful example of how
leadership and unity can overcome even the most entrenched
systems of oppression. Their partnership not only secured
Morocco’s independence but also set a precedent for future
generations to value collaboration and mutual respect in the
pursuit of freedom. It is a legacy that continues to inspire
Moroccans and others around the world, reminding us that
the path to liberty often lies in the strength of a united people
and a visionary leader ; The legacy of Mohammed V extends
far beyond the struggle for independence. As the founding
father of modern Morocco, he laid the groundwork for a
sovereign state rooted in 1its traditional values while
embracing modernity. His role as a mediator among the
diverse components of Moroccan society helped maintain
national unity in the face of significant challenges. Even
today, his commitment to freedom and justice continues to
inspire generations, making him an iconic figure not only in
Morocco but also in the broader history of anti-colonial
movements worldwide.
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The year 1956 stands as an everlasting chapter in Morocco’s
history, marking the end of its prolonged struggles to emerge from
decades of colonial domination. This milestone was not merely a
political triumph, nor was it solely an economic victory, but the
beginning of a new era brimming with both opportunities and
challenges that would shape the destiny of the Moroccan nation
and 1ts people for generations to come. At the heart of this historic
moment stood King Mohammed V (may Allah have mercy on
him), revered as a beacon of national resistance during the colonial
era. His return from exile symbolized a renewed sense of hope and
unity among Moroccans. Under his guidance, the foundations of a
modern constitutional monarchy were laid, seamlessly blending
traditional authority with the principles of modern governance.
King Mohammed V’s vision and diplomatic acumen were essential
in steering the nascent Moroccan state through the uncertain and
unpredictable years that followed independence, leading his people
into the unknown. One of the most pressing challenges that arose
in the wake of independence was the unification of a country
fragmented by colonial rule. The northern regions, once under
Spanish control, and the central and southern areas, governed by
the French,
institutional legacies. This separation presented the greatest

ecach bore distinct legal, administrative, and
hardship in creating a cohesive and united national state.
Therefore, priority was given to integrating these territories under
a unified governance framework in the new sovereign Morocco.
This effort was essential not only for administrative cohesion but
also for fostering a shared sense of identity and unity among
Morocco's diverse populations. Economically, Morocco bore the
scars of colonial exploitation. Agriculture, the lifeblood of the
economy, was dominated by vast estates owned by foreign settlers,
while industrial and infrastructural development remained
rudimentary. The new government undertook ambitious reforms
to address these imbalances. Land redistribution initiatives sought
to transfer agricultural land to Moroccan farmers, while
investments in infrastructure aimed to stimulate development
across urban and rural areas. These efforts, though ambitious,
faced resistance from entrenched landowners and logistical hurdles

that tested the resolve of the young nation.

One of the most significant cornerstones of post-independence
Morocco was education. The colonial education system, which had
served a privileged minority, was overhauled to extend access to a
broader population. Nationwide literacy campaigns and
curriculum reforms emphasized Moroccan history, culture, and
values, transforming schools into hubs for nurturing a shared sense
of identity. Education became not only a vehicle for social mobility
but also a tool for consolidating national unity in a society still
suffering from the divisions sown during the colonial era. On the
international stage, Morocco quickly asserted its presence, joining
the United Nations in 1956 and aligning itself with the Arab
League and the Non-Aligned Movement. The kingdom actively
supported decolonization efforts across Africa and advocated for
solidarity among newly independent states. However, Morocco’s
foreign policy was not without its challenges, underscoring the
complexities of post-colonial geopolitics. Despite such tensions,
Morocco’s diplomatic efforts highlighted its aspirations to lead in
the Arab and African spheres. Domestically, the early years of
independence saw concerted efforts to address social inequities and
revitalize Moroccan culture. Healthcare and social services were
expanded, especially in rural areas, while initiatives to enhance
women’s participation in public life began to take root. Culturally,
Morocco embarked on a renaissance, celebrating its heritage
through the revival of traditional arts, literature, and music. This
cultural resurgence played a pivotal role in uniting the populace
and instilling pride in Morocco’s rich and multifaceted history.
The 1initial years of Morocco’s independence were marked by a
delicate balancing act between preserving tradition and embracing
modernity. The challenges were daunting, yet the resilience and
vision of its leadership and citizens set the nation on a path of
progress. These formative years laid the foundation for Morocco’s
continued development and its emergence as a key player on the
regional and global stage. Today, the story of Morocco’s first steps
as a free nation stands as a testament to the enduring spirit of a
people determined to shape their destiny and secure a prosperous

future.
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Spanish word of the month

independencia (een-deh-pehn-
DEHN-thyah ) : indépendance.

Amazigh word of the month

t2hsHZ "Tilelli"
The concept of "independence" in the
Tamazight language, which 1s spoken by
the indeginous people in North Africa, can
be expressed 1n a few different ways
depending on the specific Tamazight

dialect. but “t2HsHZ” 1s the commun way to
express it.
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Some Randon Fun Facts: .

1. Sea otters hold hands while sleeping to keep from drifting 6. Penguins propose to their mates with a pebble.

apart.
« Sea otters form "rafts" by holding hands, ensuring they

. Male penguins give female penguins pebbles as a way of

courting. If the female likes the pebble, she accepts it, and
stay together while they float on the water. This behavior they pair up. It’s like a penguin engagement ring!
helps prevent them from drifting away due to currents.

2. There are more stars in the universe than grains of sand on 7. The moon is moving away from Earth.
all the Earth’s beaches. « The moon is gradually moving away from Earth at a rate
- It’s estimated there are roughly 100 billion galaxies, each of about 3.8 centimeters per year. In a few billion years, it
with hundreds of billions of stars, far outnumbering th will be far enough that it won’t be able to fully eclipse the
number of grains of sand on Earth’s beaches, which 1s sun.

estimated to be around 7.5 quintillion!

3. A cloud can weigh more than a million pounds. 8. Shakespeare invented over 1,700 words.

. Clouds are made of tiny water droplets or ice crystals. A . William Shakespeare 1s credited with coining over 1,700
typical cumulus cloud can weigh up to 1 million pounds, words in the English language, incluc "eyeball,"
though the weight 1s spread out over a large area, so it "lonely," and "swagger." Many of these ds are still
doesn’t fall to the ground. used today!

4. A day on Mars is only 40 minutes longer than a day on 9. The Eiffel Tower can be 15 ¢cm taller during the summer.
Earth. « Due to the expansion of iron in the heat, the Eiffel Tower

« Mars’ rotation period is just a little longer than Earth’s. can grow by up to 15 centimeters in the summer months.

While an Earth day 1s 24 hours, a day on Mars (called a It’s one of the quirks of metal structures!

"sol") lasts about 24 hours and 40 minutes.

5. The human nose can detect over 1 trillion smells. 10. A cat's purring can lower stress in humans.

. Our sense of smell is incredibly sensitive. Scientists have » The sound frequency of a cat’s purr, typically between 25

found that the human nose can distinguish a huge range and 150 Hz, 1s known to have a calming effect on humans

of smells, much more than previously thought. and can lower blood pressure and stress levels. It’s

thought to be healing for both cats and humans!
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